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Have conſented to ſubmit this ſermon to 
the public eye, with all its imperfections 

on its head, in order to gratify the ſoliei- 
tations of my Brethren and friends who 
heard it, and whoſe judgment inelines me 
to hope it may be uſeful. The ſubject ap- 
pears of vaſt importance; and peculiarly 
ſuited to the ſpirit of the times, It is 
nothing leſs than the ground of our com- 
mon faith; and conſequently of all our 
hopes, our conduct, and our happineſy. 
For this I make no apology: -- but for my 
very inadequate manner of treating it, I 
ſhould apologize, and intreat general excuſe. 
The diſcourſe was compoſed amidſt various 
avocations, and the hurry of preparing for 
* eng journey: ---and it is printed without 
Az allowing 


anne een 
allowing time to reviſe or tranſcribe it. 
The occaſion was preſſing, and required dif. 


| patch ; ſo that I can anly correct typagra4 


phic errors, and muſt leave the reſt ta 
candour and friendſhip. | 

vet I deſire to recommend the ſentiments 
expreſſed in this little tract, to the ſerious 


attention of all who read it; and eſpecially 


to the diligent examination of youth. I 
am convinced, for myſelf, that God hag 


| ſpoken to us in his written word; and that 


he demands, not only our general aſſent to 
its truth, hut our hearty approbation of all 
its contents. In order to this we are fur» 
niſhed with abundant evidence, equally ade 
dreſſed to our underſtanding and our heart, 
It is our duty to canſult and judge of this; 
---and I am yerily perſuaded, a great part af 
the infidelity and profanengſs which abound, 


is to be attributed to wilful ignorance and 


neglec} of this matter, Let us learn why 
| wa 
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we eſteem the Bible as a divine Revelation, 
and what this revelation conſiſts in ;---and 
then we ſhall be fortified as well againſt the 
ſeduction of deiſts and ſcoffers, as againſt 
the ſophiſtry of falſe teachers. 

I have endeavoured to explain a little the 
general nature and properties of the evi- 
dences to the goſpel; but particularly af 
teſtimony and prophecy; and if my rea- 
ſoning be juſt, then I am obliged to draw 
this concluſion, that God has not only 
pointed to Jeſus as the Saviour of the world, 
but repreſented his work, and character, and 
grace in ſuch a manner, as to claim our 
adoration, our confidence, and our entire 
ſubjection to him. 'To give only one in» 
ſtance ;---] am as well aſſured by ſcripture, 
that Chriſt died a proper ſacrifice for ſin, ag 
Jam that he was born at Bethlehem, and 
crucified at Calvary, And I may as eaſily diſ- 
believe the fact, as the prophets' declaration 

of 
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ef its deſign, It is therefore my object to 
eftablith the inſpiration of the prophets, 
and then ſhew that the doctrines of the obs | 
pel are to be found in them. 
+ hope i it will not be imagined that I mean 
to enter into controverſy, I feel myſelf as 
unfit in point of ability, as I am in diſpo- 
fition, for ſuch- unpleaſant work. But we 
mult not give up every thing, becauſe con- 
troverted; nor think lightly of truth, becauſe 
men of learning and amiable manners oppoſe 
and deſpiſe it. While therefore we wiſh'to 


live-in love-and peace, we mult remember 


alſo our obligations to hold faſt the form 
of ſound words; to ſtrive together for 
the faith of the goſpel ;---and be ready ta 
give a reaſon for the hope that is in us, 
only with meckneſs and fear.” 

Let me cloſe this introduction by recom» 


mending, eſpecially to youth, to guard 


— indifference i in religion. If the goſ⸗ 
: pel 
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pel be divine and true, it demands and de- 


ſerves our whole heart :---our firſt atten- 
tion, and our open acknowledgment, .;'Fo 
regulate our views, and confirm every wor- 
thy purpoſe, let me direct the tender mind 

to jeſus. He is the ground of all religion; 
and he is the ſpecial. friend of enquiring 
ſouls. To him our affection and our prayer 
ſhould be addreſſed :---for he is the way, 
the truth, and the life.“ 5 

It would be eaſy to fill the margin of my 


diſcourſe with references and quotations. 


Theſe the learned will not need (if rhe 
learned ſhould deign to glance at this) and 
the unlearned would not regard. I muſt 
however acknowledge myſelf much obliged 
to Dr. Jennings's admirable Appeal to 
Reaſon and Common Senſe, in behalf of the 
Inſpiration of Scripture; and to Pr. Dod- 
dridge's three excellent ** Sermons on the 
Evidences ;” which books I beg leave to 


2 recommend 
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recommend as an antidote againſt unbelief 
and error. 

I have only to 44d my fervent prayer for 
the revival of evangelic principle and prae- 
tice: and fot the gracious influence of the 
ſpirit of God, upon this fecble attempt, to 
plead his cauſe, and promote the eſtabliſh- 
ment and extenſion of the n as it is in 
Jeſus! . 


Parent of Hope, immortal Truth! make known, 
Thy deathleſs wreaths, and triumphs all thy own 4 


The filent progreſs of thy pow'r is ſuch, 
Thy means fo feeble, and deſpis'd ſo muell, 


That few believe the wonders thou haſt wrought; = 
And none can teach them, but whom thou haſt tauglit. 
| | CowrptR, 


A SERMON, 


| A 


S E R M O N, ec. 


Rev. xix. 10. | 
TH Teſtimony of Jeſus is the Spirit of Prop bey. 


= promote the important intereſts of 
truth, holineſs, and peace, is the pro- 
feſſed deſign of our aſſociating together at 
this time. And while ſcepticiſm, error, and 
licentiouſneſs ſo prevailingly abound, per- 
haps nothing can have-a more favourable 
aſpect on this deſign, than an attempt, under 
the Divine Bleſſing, to ſtate ſomething of 
the evidence on which our common faith'and 
hope are built. | The buſineſs of addrefling 
you on ſuch ſolemn ſubjects, might well 
have been entruſted to older, and- to abler 
hands: —but the appointment of my bre- 
thren, the infinite importance of our under- 
taking, and the ardour which I feel for the 
cauſe of Chriſt, and fouls, will, I truſt, engage 
the candour and the attention of my hearers. 
B I would 
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I would then claim your regard to this in- 
ſtructive declaration of the angel to St. John: | 
—the teſtimony of Jeſus, &c. 
The connexion of theſe words is remark- 


able, and is varioufly explained. Fromthe 7th 


verſe the angel predicts the marriage of the 
Lamb, and the glorious appearanceof his bride: 
i.e. the future union, perfection, and happineſs 
of Chriſt and his church. This he declares 
the true ſaying or word of God. On which 
John, either miſtaking him for the perſon of 
Jeſus, or elated with this joyful meſſage, 
falls at his feet to adore him. But the angel 


prevents ſuch idolatry, by a ſeaſonable admo- 
nition, founded on their common character, 
and the ſole right of Jehovah. ** See thou 


do it not, I am thy fellow ſervant, and of thy 
brethren who have the teſtimony of Jeſus : 
---worſhip God :---for the teſtimony of je- 
ſus is the ſpirit of prophecy.” As if he had 
ſaid, pay divine honour to God alone, for we 
are equal in office, being intruſted with bear- 


ing that teſtimony to Jeſus, in which all the 
prophets are united by one and the ſame ſpi- 


rit and purpoſe*. Here then, as the learned 


* See a fimilar Paſſage, Rey. xxii, g. | 
Pole 
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Pole obſerves*, the error of Cerinthus and 
others is 4e e who eſteemed the angels 
equal, if not ſuperior to Chriſt -- and our 
adoration is directed to Deity only :---ſo 
that if Chriſt be worſhipped-it is as God, 

The text however contains a general and 
detached aſſertion ; the teſtimony of Jeſus, 
&c. An aſſertion, this of vaſt conſequence _ 
to regulate and eſtabliſh the faith of Chriſ- 
tians; and appealing to ſubſtantial proof for 
the divine authority of Jeſus and his goſpel. 
The nature and tendency of which proof I 
now invite you to conlider ; premiling, that 
fince the H oly Spirit has condeſcended to 
afford ſuch reaſons for chriſtianity, it is our 
duty ſeriouſſy to examine, and cordially to 
receive them. From the text, J think the 
three following propoſitions may be fairly de- 
duced :---Firſt, that the goſpel is a religion 
of evidence. Secondly, that the teſtimony 
of prophets conſtitutes a principal part of 
this evidence. And Thirdly, that Jeſus is 
the great object of all prophecy. I purpoſe, 
with divine aid, to explain and confirm each 


vie Synopſis Crit, in loca. 
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of theſe, ſo far as my time and ability permit. 
I, 

I. That the goſpel is a Wllgion of evi- 
dence; ſo that in believing, or preaching it, 
eve do not follow cunningly deviſed fables.” 
2 Pet. i. 16. By the goſpel, I mean that 
ſyſtem of truths, or rather facts, of which 
the New Teſtament is an hiſtory : and be- 
cauſe theſe diſcoveries are adapted to en- 
lighten and bleſs mankind, we call them glad 
tidings, goſpel, i. e. good news. 

Farther, ſince theſe glad tidings relate to 
God and the ſoul, and comprize the whole of 
human duty and happineſs, we conſider them 
as containing the principles and ſubſtance of 
religion. Now what we are concerned to 
know is, whether this goſpel be true? and in 
order to this, whether it be attended with 
proper evidence? we ſay then it is a religion 
of evidence and truth. It is not connatural 
to man; being neither within the compaſs of 
his reaſon to deviſe, of his affections to deſire, 

or of his power to procure. The goſpel is 
not the reſult of philoſophy ; nor does it de- 
pend on the reſearches of learning; or the 
nice ſubtleties of artificial reaſoning. Nei- 
ther 


1 


ther is it the creature of ſtate policy, to 
keep the world in awe; nor the crafty. trick 
of prieſts to dupe the multitude, and exer- 
ciſe ſpiritual dominion. And it is equally re- 
mote from vulgar error, ſuperſtition, and li- 
centiouſneſs. It carries with it a native and 
eſſential beauty and dignity. It appears greatly, 
ſuperior to the littleneſs and the depravity of 
man. It contains and imparts the richeſt 
and moſt extenſive bleſſings. It brings light, 
and life, and peace to the foul. In a word, 
it bears evident marks of Deity :---and we 
may juſtly ſay of it, as of thoſe who receive 
it, ** not of blood, nor of the will of the fleſh, 
nor of the will of man, but of God * JD the 
glorious goſpel of the Bleſſed. gc. 
In order to procure your aſſent to this re- 
__ preſentation, we appeal, not to your preju- 
dices, not to authority, not to the cuſtom of 
our country, but to evidence; and with 
Paul “we ſpeak as unto wiſe men, i. e. to 
rational creatures ; and defire you to | judge 
what we ſay.” 1 Cor. x. 15. 
There are ſeveral ſpecies of evidence, 
which go--to prove the truth of the goſpel; 
| * John i. 13. | 
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all may be comprehended under three par- 
ticulars:-=-and here obſerve, 

1. The external evidence, or proofs arif. 
ing from other per ſons and things, beſides 
thoſe mentioned in the goſpel itſelf. As 
miracles wrought to atteſt it. The records 
of hiſtory in ĩts favour, written by ſtrangers, 
and even enemies ; and its amazing progreſs 
and influence in the world; all which pro- 
claim it divine and true. E. g. the raiſing of 
a dead body to new life: reforming general 
wickedneſs; and the accompliſhment of 
fignal prophecies: theſe carry a conviction 
to the mind that a religion thus . 

muſt be of God. 

2. The internal evidence, or proofs aifing 
from the contents of the goſpel; theſe form 
another body of convincing arguments in 
favour of the religion of Jeſus. As the ac- 
count given of man; the nature, claims, 
and love of God; and the wonderful method 
of redemption from death and fin, to holi- 
neſs and glory. The ſuitableneſs of this 
grace to our fallen ſtate; the grand diſplay 
of divine perfection in it; the excellencies 
of Chriſt; the purity of his laws, and worth 

| of 
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of his promiſes: theſe alſo declare ſuch a 
religion divine. 

3. The experimental evidence, though 
not often mentioned in this connexion, yet 
affords a very full and ſolid teſtimony to 
the trutk and divinity of the goſpel. By 
this is meant what paſſes in the mind, con- 
ſcience, and life of every one who really 
believes in Jeſus. The ſoul is transformed 
from guilt, and fear, and pollution, into 
purity, peace,. and hope, by the facred energy 
of evangelical faith. So that as our Lord 
promiſed, „every one who does his will, 
knows that the doctrine is of God:“ and 
he that believeth hath the witneſs within 

bimſelf.” 

| Theſe three kinds of evidence have 2 
neceſſary connexion and dependence: and 
the validity of the laſt requires the eftabliſh- 
ment of the firſt. Now, how are we to 
examine or receive the declaration that there 
was ſuch a perſon as Jefus, and that his 
hiſtory is true ?---Not' by ſenſe, for he is 
no Tonger the object of it:---not by in- 
tuitien, for it is a ſubject purely moral, and 
therefore incapable of mathematic demon- 

B 4 ſtration : 
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ſtration: neither can we arrive at any cer- 
tain concluſion in this point, by a laboured 
chain.of mere reaſoning, for the goſpel, and 
its facts, are independent of all our theories 
and inferences. Our only reſource then, 
under divine teaching, and the mean ex- 
preſily appointed for this purpoſe, is the 
teſtimony of others ;---for the teſtimony of 
Jeſus, is the ſpirit of prophecy. I proceed, 
therefore, to conſider what is aſſerted: 

II. That the teſtimony of prophets con- 
ſtitutes a principal part of the evidence for 
the truth of the goſpel. This indeed ſeems 
the direct meaning of the text; though it. 
appeared neceſſary to ſhew firſt of all ſome- 
thing of the nature of evidence in general. 
But it is proper to give this part of our 
ſubje& peculiar attention, becauſe the evi. 
dence from teſtimony, and eſpecially the 
teſtimony of prophecy, is eminently adapted 
to the proof of divine revelation, and carries 
with it all the energy of ſacred truth. This 
argument then we oppoſe to all the ſophiſ- 
try of the deſpiſers of Jeſus, and particularly 
to ſuch as labour to undermine the inſpira- 


tion of ſeripture. 
To 
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' To. teſtify is to aſſert and witneſs any > 


thing; and this in a ſolemn. manner. Hence 
the firſt diſciples . of Chriſt, - who openly 
avowed his reſurrection, and the truth of 
his goſpel, are ſtiled witneſſes or martyrs: 
and wine the evidence they give is called 
their teſtimony . Now there are many 
important matters which entirely depend 
upon ſuch evidence as this, viz. The know- 
ledge of places and perſons which we have 
never ſeen ourſelves. The truth of hiſtory. 

The adminiſtration of juſtice: and the en- 
joyment of inheritance and property. Yet 
when proper teſtimony is born to any thing 


of this ſort, it is credited as true; and men 


live and act under the aſſurance of its cer- 


tainty. ä Fi: 
If we apply this to the akon, we ſhall 


find that. all its external evidence depends 


upon ſuch teſtimony; and in order to eſta- 
bliſh the validity of this, we may juſtly 


adopt a common rule in legal proceedings, 
and require that the witneſſes be competent 


and credible, _. 


* In the original agua. Vide the text. 
1. Witneſſes 
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T. Witneſſes bearing teſtimony to any 
fact, muſt be competent: i. e. they muſt 
* perſons who have their ſenſes and reaſon; 
--who have had opportunities of knowing 
what they atreſt;---and there muſt be a- ſuf- 
ficient number to ſupport and confirm each 


others' teſtimony. The religion of Jefus 


has ſuch witnefles :---many hundreds who 
were preſent, 'the full exerciſe of their 
faculties, when the great facts related took 
place. Thus Luke tells us he received his 
information from thoſe HD were eye 
witneſſes, and miniſters of the word® ;” and 
John declares, (we have ſeen, and do teſtify 
that the Father ſent the Son to be nnn, 
of the world +.” | 

2. Witneſſes ſhould be credible; i. e. per- 
ſons whoſe character is good, whoſe motives 
appear pure, whoſe word may be relied on, 


and who give their teſtimony fairly, with- 


out conſtraint, reward, or fear. Such doubt- 
leſs are the witneſſes to Jeſus and his goſpel. 
Men of unblemithed lives; of great ſimpli- 
city and benevolence, Men unaided by 

Luke i. 2. | n ; John A 14. 


craft 
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craft or power, and incapable of colluſion 
or deceit. Men who ſpoke, and wrote, and 
lived in oppoſition to general prejudice and 
authority :---and who ſealed iu 1 


with their blood. | 
But how greatly myſt. ſuch delten be 


heightened and configmed, when we con- 
ſider that it is the teſtimony, not of common 
men, but of n evidences. the 
truth of Jeſus}, - - nh 

By prophets we underſtand, — di- 
vinely qualified and commiſſioned to-inſtruct 
mankind; to act as ſpecial meſſengers from | 
God, and foretel future events. Such were 
the apoſtles of Chriſt; and this the angel 
expreſſly tells John: I am thy fellow 
ſervant, and of thy brethren. who. have the 
teſtimony of Jeſus :---for the ceſtimony of 
Jeſus is the ſpirit of prophecy.” We read 
alſo that there were in the church of Chriſt, 
* firſt apoſtles; ſecondarily prophets,” &c. 
and that things. © before unknown were 
then, revealed. unto; his holy apoſtles and 
prophets by the ſpirit“ . Beſides: we find 
that theſe firſt diſciples, of Jeſus performed 


* Eph, ili. 5, 


miracles, 
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miracles, and actually foretold things to 
come: by which not only their own miſ- 
ſion, but the goſpel which they all witgeliad, 
was proved to'be divine. 

This, however, is not the only teſtimony 


of prophets to the goſpel ; for the ſpirit of 
prophecy in general, under the Old, as well 
as New Teſtament, bears witneſs to the 
ſame trath. We know that there were in 
the church of God, from the earlieſt period, 
a ſeries of faithful men raiſed up for this 
purpoſe. To theſe Ged communicated him- 
ſelf by the ſpirit of inſpiration ; enlighten- 
ing their minds with the knowledge of 
futurity, opening their lips with- his own 
dictates, and making them the inſtruments 
for inſtructing, warning, and animating the 
hopes and conduct of his people. | 
Now we find that God eſtabliſhes his own 
divine perfection and ſovereignty upon this 
gift of prophecying; and thus challenges 
the heathen idols, Let them bring forth 
and ſhew us what ſhall happen ; ſhew the 
things that are to come hereafter; that we 
may know that ye are Gods e, and indeed 


Ila. xli. 22 and 2 3. | 
this 
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this gift is ſo properly divine, that we are 


ſure it can only proceed from the true Jeho- 


vah, and can only be employed in his cauſe. 
But it appears with very convincing evi- 
dence, that whatever was the primary object 


of the prophets* declaration, all of them in 3 


a a greater or leſs degree, ultimately pointed 


to the Lord Jeſus Chriſt. And the exact 
and growing fulfilment of their prophecies, 


at once bears witneſs to the inſpiration of 
ſcripture, and to the divine truth of Jeſus 
and his goſpel, Thus I may mention that 
remarkable prophecy of Jacob, recorded'by 
Moſes, * That the ſceptre ſhould not depart 
from Judah until Shiloh come“: -an 
event then impoſſible to be known by man, 


becauſe there was no probability that the 


tribe of Judah ſhould have the ſovereignty 
at all; yet itafterwards obtained the ſceptre, 
and held it until Jeſus, the true Shiloh, came, 


when it departed to the Romans. Ifaiah's 


famous prediftion+ concerning the re- 
building of the temple under Cyrus, though 
delivered one, if not two hundred years 


* Gen. xlix, 10, | IIa. xliy. 28. 
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before the birth of that prince, and long 
before the captivity, was yet literally accom- 
pliſhed 5 and proves that the prophet wrote 
under the full inſpiration of God; and that 
the teſtimonies to Jeſus which abound in his 

book, are the words of eternal truth®, 
I may thus proceed . through all the 
ophets, from Abraham, © who defired 
greatly to ſee Chriſt's day, and who ſaw it by 
the prophetic ſpirit, with exultation,” down 
to Malachi, who clearly pointed to the ſon of 
righteouſneſs, and his forerunner ;---and 
cloſed the volume of Old Teſtament pro- 
phecy :--butit is not convenient or neceſſary 
to lead you through every particular at this 
time. We are fully warranted, however, to 
ſay with Peter, that all the prophets gave 
witneſs to Chriſt :- -with Paul, ** that our 
faith is built upon the foundation of the 
_ apoſtles and prophets, Jeſus Chriſt being the 
chief corner ſtone f and with our Lord 
himſelf that all things muſt be fulfilled 
which were written in the law of Moſes, 


See Dr. W s admirable appeal to Reaſon ond 
Common Senſe, : 


+ Adds x. 43. ? Eph, ii. 20. 
| and 
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and in the prophets, and in the pſalms con- 
cerning him . Our third propoſition 
therefore follows with conſiderable foroe, 
VIZ. | "ed | 1's 
III. That Jeſus is the grand object of all 
prophecy. So that we ſhould highly value 
and ** diligently ſearch the ſcriptures; for 
in them we have eternal life, and they are 
they which teſtify of Chriſt.” And here we 
ſhall find by an induction of ſome particu- 
lars, not only that chriſtianity is true in ge- 
neral, but that the whole ſpirit, ---the ge- 
neral ſtrain and tendency of prophecy, bears 
reference and teſtimony to Jeſus and his great 
ſalvation. This indeed is the great defign 
of the preſent diſcourſe ; to eſtabliſn the di- 
vine authority of the goſpel, the inſpiration 
of prophetic ſcripture, and the leading 
| {though controverted) principles of grace. 

1. The nature and perſon of Jeſus are de- 
clared by the ſpirit of prophecy :---and he is 
teſtified as truly human and divine. I paſs 
over thoſe places where the incommunicable 
name of Jehovah is applied to Chriſt; and 

where works and honors, the prerogative of 


* Luke axiv. 44. + John v. 39. 
5 Deity 
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Deity alone, are aſcribed to him: as in Jer. 
xxiii. 6. Iſa. xlv. 23---25, Pſ. cit. 25 and 
26. Col. i. 16 and 17. Heb. i. 6---8. But 
I deſire to fix your thoughts upon one or two 
very remarkable ' prophecies, which evi- 
dently proclaim the union of the divine and 
human nature in Jeſus.. See Iſa. vii. 14. 
% Behold the Lord himſelf ſhall give you a 
ſign; a Virgin ſhall conceive, and bring forth 
a Son, and ſhall call his name Immanuel*.” 
The fulfilment of this we read in Matt. i. 23, 
&c.---the agreement of which with the pre- 
dition, I cannot but regard as ſubſtantial evi- 
dence both to the truth of the goſpel, and to 
the two-fold nature of Chriſt. With this we 
may join that other well known paſſage, Iſa. 
ix. 6, © Unto us achild is born, unto us a Son 
is given ; and the government ſhall be upon his 
ſhoulders ;---and his name ſhall be called 
Wonderful, Counſellor, the mighty God, the 
Everlaſting Father, the Princeof Peace.” That 
. Jeſus was ſuch, his works and word, as well 
as his apoſtles and prophets, fully declare.--- 
Theſe texts may ſuffice to aſſure us that the 
ſpirit of prophecy regarded Jeſus in his pro- 


* Vide John i. 14, 1. Tim. iii. 16. 
Per 


17 

per nature; and that there are the moſt an- 
cient and ſtrongeſt teſtimonies in favour of 
our Lord. Let us think humbly upon this 
ſubject. There are heights and depths in 
it, which we cannot geschl. But let us alſo 
temember it is the truth of God, not to be 
trifled with or given up: -and Jeſus claims 
the homage of our ſouls, 

2. The undertaking of Jeſus, as the Me- 
diator, ſurety, and Redeemer of his people, is 
teſtified by the prophets. Indeed this is 
contained in the firſt promiſe to fallen Adam, 
Gen. iii. 15. He (that is the ſeed of the 
woman) ſhall bruiſe thy head, and thou ſhalt 
bruiſe his heel: >. thus foretelling the con- 
queſt of ſin and fatan by the ſufferings of 
Chriſt, And this was repeated to Abra- 
ham, Gen. it. 1 and 3. In thy ſeed ſhall 
all the families of the earth be bleſſed.” 
But the mediation of Jeſus is moſt clearly 
ſpoken of by David, Pf. xl. 6-8, Sacri- 
fice and offering thou didſt not deſire, mine 
ears haſt thou opened: then ſaid I; Lo, I 
come: in the volume of the book it is writ- 
ten of me, I delight to do thy wilt O my 

C | God 
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God * and again at 89th Pf. and 19. ver, 
« Then thou ſpakeſt in viſion to thy Holy 
One; and ſaidſt, I have laid help upon one 
who is mighty,”---and Pſ. cx. 1. The 
Lord ſaid unto my Lord (or as ſome ver- 
ſions have it) unto his word, fit thou at my 
right hand, until I make thine enemies thy 
footſtool+.”---The prophet Iſaiah had the 
ſame lively views of the Redeemer :---ſee ' 
lix. 16. and he ſaw that there was no man, 
and wondered that there was no interceſſor: 
therefore his arm brought ſalvation:“ - 
and at ver. 20.** The Redeemer ſhall come to 
Zion, and unto them that turn from tranſ- 
greſſion in Jacob, faith the Lord.“ - See 
alſo that fine paſſage, Iſa. Ixi. 13, which 
Chriſt directly applied to himſelf : "The 
ſpirit of the Lord is upon me, &c. Indeed 
the whole of this prophecy is full of Jeſus and 
his goſpel. Jeremiah too predicted the gra- 
cious work of the Redeemer ;---chap. xxiii. 
5 and 6 ver. © will raiſe unto David a righ- 
teous branch :---in his days Judah ſhall be 
faved:---and this is the name by which he 


See Heb, x. 5. + Matt, xxii. 43. t Luke iv. 18. 
5 | ſhall 
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ſhall be called, the Lord our righteouſneſs.” 4 
„O Iſrael, ſays God, by Hoſea xiii. 9. 
Thou haſt deſtroyed thyſelf, but .in me is 
thy help.” ---So that it fully appears Chriſt 
was known and foretold, as the ranſom of 
his people. See- Job xxxiii. 24. 


3- The offices which Jeſus ſuſtains in his 
church, are alſo clearly teſtified by the ſpi- 


rit of prophecy. He is ſpoken of as Meſ- 
fiah ; the ſent af God; the Meſſenger of the 
Covenant; the Anointed ; the Saviour of his 
people, and this laſt peculiarly by Iſaiah, _ 
xix. 20. And the Lord ſhall ſend them a 
Saviour (a Jeſus, in the Greek) and a great 
One, and he ſhall deliver them :“ - -which 
was very exactly fulfilled when Jeſus was ſo 
named by the angel, ** becauſe he ſhould 
ſave his people from their fins*.” Theſe 
are the general names, and the ſpecial offices 
of Chriſt. But he is ſtill more particularly 
deſcribed as the Great Prophet of his church: 
---Deut. xviii. 15. The Lord thy God 
ſhall raiſe up a prophet unto you of your 


Matt. i, 21. 
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brethren like unto me, ſaid Moſes, and unto 

him ye ſhall hearken.” So that when Chriſt 
appeared, expectation was raiſed, and ſame of 

the Jews rightly concluded, when they ſaw his 
mfractes, © This is of a truth that prophet 
that ſhould come into the world“. Jeſus is 
alſo mentioned as a Prieſt: ä ext 4. 

« The Lord hath ſworn, thou art a prieſt 

for ever after the order of Melchizedek.”--- 
which is expreflly applied to Chriſt, Heb. v. 
6, &c. and Zecheriah predicts, - chap. vi. 
| it ver. 13. He ſhall be a prieſt upon his 
1 throne. This office is fulfilled by the 
offering of Jeſus on the croſs, and by his 
| interceſſion for his people in heaven; and 
[iff is largely inſiſted on in the epiſtle to the 
Ml Hebrews. To crown all, Chriſt is deſcribed 
as King in Zion, which indeed that name 
imports :---See Pf. ij. 6. ** have ſet my 
king upon my holy hill of Zion :”---ap- 
plyed to Jeſus by St. Peter, Acts iv. 25.--- 
Daniel alſo teſtifies this, vii. 13-and 14. 
] faw one like the ſon of man, and there 
was given him dominion, and glory, and a 


* John vi. 14 - 
| kingdom ; 
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kingdom; that all people, and nations, and 
languages ſhould ſerve him.” So the angel 
told Mary, Luke i. 33. He ſhall reign 
over the houſe of Jacob for ever, and of his 
kingdom there ſhall be no end.” Lake © 
4. The birth, life, and character of: Jeſus 
| are predicted with wonderful accuracy, in 
all their circumſtances, © We are par- 
* ticularly told, to borrow the words, of the 
« excellent Doddridge, that Chriſt ſhould 
« appear before the government ceaſed in 
* the tribe of Judah“; while the ſecond 
*. temple was flanding+, and a little before 
« its deſtruction ; about four hundred and 
* ninety years after a command given to 
*« re-build: Jeruſalem . It is foretold that 
** he ſhould be of the ſeed of Abraham; 
** born of a virgin; of the houſe of David; 
in the town of Bethlehem 5. That he 
* ſhould be anointed with an extraordinary 
H effyſion of the divine ſpirit ||, in virtue of 
« which he ſhould not only be a perfect ex- 
„ ample of univerſal holineſs and goodneſs N, 
% but alſo work many wonderful and bene- 
Gen. xlix. 10. + Hag. ii. 7. t Dan. ix. 25. 
$ Mic, v. 2. |} Ifa. xliii. 1. © WARE 1—4. 
* ficial 
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* ficial miracles *. Nevertheleſs, that for 
« want of external pomp and ſplendour, he 
< ſhould be rejected and inſulted by the 
* Jews, and at length be cut off and. ſlain 
by them T. And how exactly all theſe 
facts took place I need not remind you: 
indeed ſuch prophecies may now be read as 
hiſtories of the life of Chriſt. 70 
5. The ſufferings and death of our bleſſed 
Lord, are equally, if not more particularly, 
foretold by the prophets. The whole life 
of Jeſus from the manger to Calvary, was one 
ſcene of ſuffering, and abundantly juſtified 
te affecting repreſentation given of him in 
the 5 zd of Iſaiah, where the prophet de- 
ſcribes him as a man of ſorrows and ac- 
quainted with griefs :”---at the ſame time 
marking the deſign of the - Saviour---as 
C ſtricken for our tranſgreſſions, and bearing 
the chaſtiſement of our peace.” But the 
circumſtances of Chriſt's death are deſcribed 
with amazing exactneſs by David in the 22d 


* Ifa. xxxv. 5 and 6. 
+ Vide Doddridge's n excellent Sermons on the 


Evidences. 
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| Pſ;---eſpecially his being mocked---nailed 
to the croſs---pierced---his garments di- 
vided by lot---and his laſt expiring cry. 
David gives another very tender view of 
the ſuffering Saviour in the 6gth Pſ. eſpe- 
cially the zoth and 21ſt ver. where he re- 
preſents © reproach as breaking his heart: 
and his crue] murderers as giving him gall 
to eat, and vinegar to drink ;” which was 
alſo fulfilled on the croſs, and is noticed 
Matt. xxvii. 34. rob 

The ſcourging is alſo mentioned, PC.” 
exxix. 3. the plowers plowed upon my back, 
&c *. and the piercing by Zech. xii. 10. 
« they ſhall look on me whom they have 
pierced and mourn:”---which is applicd to 
Chriſt, Rev. 1. 7. Beſides we learn from 
the prophets that Meſſiah ſhould be cut 
off but not for himſelf,” Dan. ix. 26: 
for it pleaſed the Lord thus to bruiſe him, 
when he' laid on him the iniquity of us all, 
and made his ſoul an offering for fin. 

6. The reſurrection, influence, and final 
triumph of Jeſus, are alſo repeatedly teſti- 


Vide IIa. 1. 6. 
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fied by the ſpirit of prophecy. Waring 
that remarkable paſſage in Job xix. 25, &c. 
the riſing from the grave to new life and 
glory is predicted in the 16th Pſ. 10th ver. 
* Thou wilt not not leave my ſoul in hell,“ 
&c. which St. Peter ſays, Acts ii, 2 5. Da- 
vid ſpoke concerning Chriſt.” Iſaiah alſo 
ſtrongly aſſerts the reſurrection of Jeſus, and 
its influence upon his people, chap. xxvi. 
ver. 19. Thy dead men ſhall live, together 
with my dead body ſhall they atife,” and 
foretels his future conqueſt as the reward 
of his undertaking *. The out- pouring of 
the ſpirit is predicted both by Iſaiah xxxit. 
15. and by Joel ii. 28. in conſequence of 
which, though the Jews ſhould be diſperſed, 
and periſh for their obſtinate unbelief, yet 
the Gentiles ſhould be converted, and the 
kingdom of Chriſt be eſtabliſhed for ever. 
Thus it appears that Jeſus is the grand 
object of all prophecy :---in him as their 
common centre all theſe lines of ſacred truth 
meet; and to him, as Beza ſays upon my 
text, as to one moſt certain mark, all the 

| * Ifa. Iii. 17. and 12. 
prophecies 
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prophecies are prevailingly directed. 80 
that from the whole we conclude with Peter, 
« Of the goſpel ſalvation the prophets have 
enquired, and ſearched diligently, who pro- 
phecied of the grace that ſhould come unto 
us :---ſearching. what, or what manner of 
time, the: ſpirit of Chriſt which was in 
them, did ſignify, when it teſtified before 
hand the ſufferings of Chriſt, and the glory 

that ſhould follow,” 1 Pet. i. 10-12. 
I have only to conclude this intereſting 
ſubject with a few brief reflections on the 
whole, * | 
1. What a juſt foundation is Jeſus Chriſt 
for the truſt and hope of ſinners! It is a 
faithful ſaying, and worthy of all acceptation, 
that he came into the world to fave ſinners *.“ 
He aflumed, and now bears, the name and 
character of Jeſus, a Saviour, with this very 
view, He is in every reſpect molt ſuitable 
and defireable. He has purchaſed redemp- 
tion by his blood, and he freely im parts and 
perfects it by his gracious ſpirit, And we 
are aſſured by the teſtimony of God, ſpeak- 


1 Tim, i; 15. 


ing 


ing in the prophecies, that this glorious 
goſpel is divine and true. While we there- 
fore ſee its evidence, let us learn to feel our 
need of an intereſt in it. Let us lift up our 
ſouls to the Father of lights, for the re- 
moval of every prejudice, and for wiſdom 
to know and receive the truth as it is in 
Jeſus. We are now invited and exhorted to 
come boldly to the throne of grace, by this 
new and living way, that we may find 
& Mercy to pardon, and grace to help us.” 
On Jeſus let us repoſe the confidence of 
our ſouls. He 1s the precious corner ſtone; 
the tried ſure foundation. His power, word, 
and love are immutable and all- ſufficient. 
2. How worthy are the prophets of our 
diligent ſtudy, and cordial belief! They 
all teſtify of Jeſus. We find in them evi- 
dent traces of divinity. Their ſentiments 
are of the pureſt and nobleſt kind; breathing 
the moſt ardent love to God, and holineſs, 
and man, There is a majeſtic ſimplicity 
and captivating beauty in the very language, 
While the univerſal harmony that. ſubſiſts 
among them all ;---the exact accompliſh, 
ment 
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ment of many of their predictions z-=-the 
appeals frequently made to them by Chriſt 
and his apoſtles; ;---and the growing evidence 
which ſtill attends them ;---all theſe things 


recommend to our moſt ſerious enquiry and 


eſteem, thoſe venerable records of truth and 


goodneſs. Let us then ſeek for Jeſus, and 
the teſtimonies of his goſpel, not in the pre- 


carious ſyſtems of Poets, Philoſophers, or 
even Fathers: -- but in the ſchools of the 


' prophets, the pure word of God, For 
-the ſcriptures, without the aid of human 


wit, or policy, or power, are able to make 
us wiſe unto ſalvation, through faith in 
Chriſt Jeſus.” 2 Tim. iii. 15 and 16, 

3. What a noble and animating ſubject 
for evangelic miniſtration is the teſtimony 
of Jeſus! This is the ſpirit that illuminated 


and warmed the prophets of the Old and 


New Teſtament, Under this influence they 
preached, and wrote; thus lived, and died. 
By this religion was eſtabliſhed amongſt the 
nations, and mankind were bleſſed with pu- 
rity and peace. In this good work Abra- 
ham and Moſes, David and Ifaiah, Paul and 


3 2M John, 


ſohn f 

, yeaall the re wal 

l the 

wit. e 2 miniſters 

= 03. ulate thei 1 

- 2 ith their hu 2 a 

his frat _ vo pc = 
n. * tw 
” aim Jeſus 


6 


